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Connecticut voters oppose allowing
same-sex couples to marry, but they
support civil unions that would give
homosexuals the equivalent of mar-
riage rights, a Quinnipiac University
poll says.

Similar to earlier Quinnipiac polls,
the survey released Thursday caused

barely a ripple at the Capitol, where
some lawmakers worked to persuade
Gov. M. Jodi Rell to recast the coming
House debate on civil unions.

The survey was released a day after
the Senate voted 27-9 to approve and
send a civil-unions bill to the House.

Some lawmakers want Rell to an-
nounce whether a failure by the House
to add a definition of marriage to the
bill would provoke her first veto. Pub-
licly and privately, she has refused to
tip her hand.

She publicly reiterated Thursday
that she favors civil unions and prefers
that the legislation define marriage as

a union of a man and a woman.
House Speaker James A. Amann, D-

Milford, and Deputy Minority Leader
Lawrence Cafero, R-Norwalk, tried
separately Thursday to see where Rell
stands on a veto.

A public veto threat would help legis-
lators who want to add a marriage defi-
nition to the bill in the House, forcing
its return to the Senate.

The Senate voted 23-13 to defeat the
marriage definition, which supporters
of civil unions say is unnecessary.

“The House is a whole new battle-
ground,” Cafero said after he met pri-
vately with Rell’s chief of staff, M. Lisa

Moody.
Amann tried to reach the governor

by phone.
Legislative leaders decided Thurs-

day that the bill must be reviewed by
the planning and development commit-
tee, which considers legislation that af-
fects municipalities.

Backers of the bill said the House
most likely will debate the measure
next week after a quick trip to planning
and development.

The new Quinnipiac poll says voters,
56-37 percent, favor civil unions.

Poll: Firm Support For Civil Unions
Lawmakers Press Rell
For Opinion On Veto

By MARK PAZNIOKAS
COURANT STAFF WRITER
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The 2006 gubernatorial campaign of
New Haven Mayor John DeStefano al-
ready has raised more money than the
Democratic nominee did in 2002.

With more than a year before the nom-
inating convention, the DeStefano cam-
paign reported Thursday it has raised
$1.79 million, about $100,000 more than
Democrat Bill Curry collected during
the 2002 campaign.

Secretary of the State Susan By-
siewicz, another Democrat who an-
nounced early for governor, has raised
$1.5 million, her campaign said.

The DeStefano campaign raised
$403,565 for the first quarter of 2005, com-
pared with $222,492 for Bysiewicz. DeSte-
fano has $1.43 million cash on hand, com-
pared with $1.07 million for Bysiewicz.

For now, the duo have the field to
themselves. 

Stamford Mayor Dannel P. Malloy
raised a quick $1 million, but his cam-
paign has gone inactive while author-
ities examine his relationship with vari-
ous city contractors.

Attorney General Richard Blumen-
thal, the Democrat who matched up best
against Republican Gov. M. Jodi Rell in
recent polls, has not said if he will seek
the nomination in 2006. Rell has not an-
nounced her intentions.

Roy Occhiogrosso, who managed the
Curry campaign, said Bysiewicz and De-
Stefano each have done well. But he said
he believed Curry’s fundraising in 2002
was depressed by pressure that Gov.
John G. Rowland exerted on potential
donors.

“What we never understood was that
ability he had and those around him had
to shut down our fundraising,” Occhio-
grosso said.

DeStefano 
Ahead In
Funding 

By MARK PAZNIOKAS
COURANT STAFF WRITER

Gov. M. Jodi Rell will relinquish the
powers of her office to Lt. Gov. Kevin B.
Sullivan for six hours today while she
undergoes and recovers from outpatient
surgery.

The operation is necessary to com-
plete the reconstructive surgery she had
in December after a mastectomy at Dan-
bury Hospital for breast cancer, her staff
said.

“This procedure should wrap up the
reconstructive portion of my recovery —
and for that I am very grateful,” Rell
said.

Rell informed Sullivan by letter
Thursday that she would be out of the of-
fice from 6 a.m. to noon to undergo a
medical procedure.

“I am not expected to receive general
anesthesia,” Rell wrote.

Doctors have found no sign of cancer
since her original surgery, her staff said.

Rell, 58, who has not needed chemo-
therapy or radiation as part of her treat-
ment, addressed a joint session of the
General Assembly nine days after her
mastectomy.

“My doctors, nurses and other pro-
viders have been remarkable through-
out this period, and I am very apprecia-
tive of their support,” Rell said. “I also
continue to be amazed and thankful for
the many kindnesses shown to me by the
people of Connecticut.” 

Outpatient
Surgery
For Rell

Courant Staff Report

WEST HARTFORD — Sometimes, 35-year-old Joelle
Pauporte is just too tired to be the kind of mom she
wants to be: 

The kind of mom who dances with her daughter in
the living room, performs spirited re-enactments of
“Beauty and the Beast,” and plays endless games of
Candyland. 

Some days, Pauporte, weakened by radiation, nau-
seated from chemotherapy or scared about the future,
can’t do much more than gather 3-year-old Halle on her
lap and read her a story.

“The one thing I can always do is sit and cuddle and
read,’’ Pauporte said.

Pauporte realizes even that could end soon. She re-
mains in treatment, but has advanced breast cancer
and knows the day might come when her only child
may not have any memory of her or of the many books
they’ve shared.

“If I die within the year, my daughter won’t remem-
ber me,’’ said Pauporte, a slender woman with expres-
sive brown eyes. "I’m trying to ensure that she does.”

To make sure the precocious preschooler with the
brilliant smile understands how much her mother
loved her, Pauporte is leaving reminders.

She has written out enough birthday cards to last
Halle many years. She has bought a slew of silver
charms to mark life’s big milestones: going to the sen-
ior prom, graduating from college, getting engaged.

And she has launched a national campaign to collect
children’s books for hospital cancer units, so parents
undergoing treatment can get lost in a story with their
children.

Hospital libraries have plenty of volumes on coping
with serious illnesses and dealing with losing a parent,
but Pauporte wants to stock them with silly stories
such as "Hello, Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle," and poignant sto-
ries such as "The Runaway Bunny.”

When Pauporte and her daughter are huddled to-
gether over a book, “we’re both in the same place at the
same time,’’ she said. “It’s an escape.’’

She calls the effort “Light One Little Candle,” bor-
rowing a line from a lullaby she has sung to Halle since
she was born.

The book drive has become a way for Pauporte to
gain back some of her old life. A psychiatrist who coun-
seled HIV-positive prostitutes and patients with spinal
cord injuries, she was used to helping people. Now,
frail and sometimes in pain, Pauporte often has to rely
on others to help with routine chores.

“It is very distressing to be in this role of being so in-
credibly needy,’’ she said. “The book drive has put me

back in the position of making decisions and being in
charge again.’’

Pauporte was diagnosed with breast cancer in July
2003, the day after her 34th birthday and two weeks
after moving from New York to Connecticut. She had
just been appointed chief resident in psychiatry at the
Institute of Living. Her husband, urologist Joseph
Wagner, took a job at Hartford Hospital.

She underwent a radical mastectomy, 16 weeks of
chemotherapy and radiation, but the cancer metasta-
sized and she said it is now considered terminal.

Throughout it all, though, Pauporte has kept up the
nightly ritual of reading to Halle. 

“It’s one way I can be her mommy instead of this pa-
tient.”

New books can be donated to Hartford Hospital, Me-
morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, CancerCare
for Kids or Dana Farber Cancer Institute through
amazon.com or Barnes and Noble books in Bishops
Corner, West Hartford. 

Pauporte’s organization will hold a party at the
Bishops Corner library from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tues.
There will be games for children, refreshments and
books that can be purchased and donated. For more in-
formation on the events or how to donate, see the
group’s website, www.lightonelittlecandle.org.

JOELLE PAUPORTE, 35, embraces her 3-year-old daughter, Halle, at their West Hartford home. Pauporte, a psychiatrist, has advanced breast cancer and sometimes can do
no more with her daughter than sit and read with her. She has started a program to collect children’s books for others in her position.
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A MOTHER’S LOVE ABIDES
Ailing Woman Seeks To Help Stricken Parents, Children Connect Through Books

By DANIELA ALTIMARI
COURANT STAFF WRITER

WINDSOR — At first they replaced it. Then they used
theft-proof hardware to secure it. Now they’ve resorted
to placing the Bent Road street sign on top of a re-
inforced metal pole, about 15 feet in the air.

“They should put a light on top of it so planes can see
it,” Windsor police Capt. Tom LePore said jokingly.

The sign has been stolen numerous times over the
years, as have other signs in town with drug connota-
tions or personal meaning to the thieves who take
them.

Jokes aside, LePore said that street sign theft had be-
come such a problem in town that the department be-

gan targeting the neighborhoods where it occurred the
most.

“The dollar amount was over $10,000 in the last four
years, between replacing signs, damaged poles and la-
bor,” LePore said. “[Public works crews] were tired of
replacing them.”

The problem has prompted the Windsor Youth Com-
mission to come up with the idea of street sign amnesty
days, which started Thursday and run through Sat-
urday. 

The amnesty period will allow anyone who has
stolen a sign to drop them off at two library branches or
a local jewelry business in town, without fear of pros-
ecution.

“It’s definitely amnesty,” said Florence Barlow,
chairwoman of the youth commission. “There will be
no arrests, no cameras and no questions asked.”

Aside from the financial cost to the town, LePore
said, sign stealing is a safety issue, especially in emer-
gencies.

“An EMT might not be familiar with a neighborhood
and miss a turn. That extra 30 seconds could be crit-
ical,” he said.

LePore said the police eventually caught some teen-
age sign thieves on an unrelated traffic stop.

As a result, residents and parents became aware of
the penalties for something most people consider a
harmless prank. The thieves faced charges ranging
from second-degree criminal mischief to sixth-degree
larceny.

“It’s a felony, and we weren’t aware of it,” Barlow
said. “This will go on their college transcripts, their job
applications. This will affect their entire lives.”

Barlow said she isn’t sure if any other communities
have tried the program, but if it’s successful, the com-
mission would consider doing it again.

But LePore said the department wouldn’t be inter-
ested in agreeing to annual amnesty days because it
would defeat the purpose of stopping sign theft.

“It’s a one-shot deal,” he said.

Amnesty Deal May Help Town Turn The Corner 
Police Are Working To Halt
Costly Thefts Of Road Signs

By STEVEN GOODE
COURANT STAFF WRITER
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