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Mom with cancer makes a difference with book drive 

By: Pam Shearer

On Tuesday, April 12, the Bishop's Corner Library will host the "Light One Little Candle" book drive kick-off. 

The party will have storytelling and singing for the children and lots and lots of brand-new children's books donated for the Harry and Helen Gray Cancer Center. 
Joelle Pauporte, the lady behind the book drive, hopes reading the books will give moms with cancer a chance to bond with their children. Pauporte knows firsthand the effects cancer has on family. In July 2003 she and her husband Joseph Wagner with their daughter Halle moved to West Hartford, Pauporte to take a psychiatry residency at the Institute of Living, her husband a position at a surgical group. Two weeks after the move, Pauporte was diagnosed with breast cancer.
"The sickness was terrifying, overwhelming - for me, for my husband," Pauporte said.
Suddenly, a woman whose life had revolved around caring for others, be it her family or emotionally disturbed children, was in need of care herself. Yet no matter how sick the chemotherapy or radiation made her, Pauporte kept doing the one thing she and Halle, her now a 3-year-old daughter, had always done.
"I was used to reading," said Pauporte. "We were always reading."
As the cancer spread, Pauporte's prognosis grew worse. To make sure Halle would always remember their special reading times no matter what happened, Pauporte decided to create a library that would last till her daughter reached adulthood. In January 2003, she met Jane Breen, the children's librarian at the Bishop's Corner branch library. Breen helped her with a book list. 
The two women e-mailed all the children's librarians in Connecticut for suggestions; within 24 hours 48 librarians answered with books Pauporte added to her own list. 
Reading books like "Good Night, Moon" to Halle let Pauporte still be a mom even as the cancer spread. She wanted other moms with cancer to share those same moments. In January 2004, she asked Breen, "Why can't we do this for all the kids whose moms are sick?" 
Thereafter, "Light One Little Candle" was born, using Halle's book list. The program, which Pauporte named after a lullaby she sang to Halle, will send all donated books home as a lasting memory of special moments shared. Each book will also come with specially designed bookplate for parents and children to write notes about memories shared when the book was read.
"I want it to work because I want it to be a gift to Halle," Joelle said. "I'm doing it because I love my daughter."
Breen calls "Light One Little Candle" "the little engine that's about to take off." 
The April 12 kick-off party has the support of the Bishop's Corner neighborhood. Barnes and Noble has the "Light One Little Candle" book list and will be at the party to sell books on the list; they're also giving 20 percent of their profits to buy more books. Staples is helping with printing needs, and local restaurants are donating refreshments. 
Those who can't make the kick-off party can give books through Amazon.com by clicking on "Wish List" and typing in "Light One Little Candle." Already the wish list has 179 books listed, including one of Halle's favorites, "Guess How Much I Love You."
"It's Halle that keeps me going," Pauporte said. "I have to be here for her. I have to be that miracle case, to be that survivor. I'm a physician. I know the likelihood of beating this but I have to be that one. I have a daughter."




