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	(Copyright The Hartford Courant 2006) 

Soon after Joelle Pauporte was diagnosed with breast cancer in summer 2003, she went to the West Hartford Public Library in search of books to read to her 1-year-old daughter.

She purchased her favorites to build a library, adding personal notes to the books for Halle.

Jane E. Breen, a library children's specialist, helped Pauporte with the task. She also helped her expand the idea into a program for book donations to hospitals so that cancer patients could take them home to read with their children.

What originated as a local endeavor at the Helen & Harry Gray Cancer Center at Hartford Hospital has expanded into a national program, with participation by the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York City, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, Middlesex Hospital in Middletown and the MidState Medical Center in Meriden. Lawrence & Memorial Hospital in New London and Bryn Mawr Hospital in Bryn Mawr, Pa., are also joining the Light One Little Candle program.

"Over and over again we hear that above and beyond taking a neat book home and reading with their children or grandchildren, people are gaining greater insight into what they're going through and looking at how they prioritize their lives," Dr. Andrew Salner, director of the Helen & Harry Gray Center, said Thursday.

Now Breen has been awarded the state's highest award for children's library services, the Faith Hektoen Award, from the Connecticut Library Association. Breen was presented with the award at the annual association meeting in May.

"It's wonderful to be nominated by your peers," Breen said. "I didn't expect it and I'm thrilled with it. The program is so fabulous that it's a win-win either way."

Pat Holloway, the West Hartford library director, said the library's supervisors nominated Breen because she helped develop an exceptional program that has a lasting impact.

"Jane used her expertise as a children's librarian to help Joelle pick books that would be age appropriate and have a lasting value," she said. "It's sort of a match made in heaven. You had a mother who really wanted to do something for her child and a librarian who could use the skills she had to enrich the program."

Pauporte died at age 36 on Sept. 5, 2005, but her work continues to be an inspiration to others, such as Susan Donahue. Donahue, 41, of Hebron, was diagnosed with breast cancer in March 2005. She began radiation treatment at Hartford Hospital, where Pauporte pioneered her reading program.

"I was just amazed at how she started doing this with her own daughter and how strong she was," Donahue said. "She had a good idea that even if you didn't have a lot of energy on certain days, you could at least snuggle with your kids and read them a book. And she was right. That was an easy thing to do."

Donahue is in remission, but she continues to read to her two children. The books they received from the program are among their favorites. Maura, her 8-year-old daughter, had a birthday party in January and requested book donations to the hospital rather than presents.

Dr. Joseph "Peppie" Wagner, a urologic oncologist at Hartford Hospital and Pauporte's husband, reads to Halle, now 4 years old, each night. They often find notes in the books from Joelle. Inside "George and Martha" by James Marshall, a note tells Halle that "finding close friends is one of the most important things in life - - more important than how you do in school, how many toys you have, or what career you choose. Find a best friend! I love you, Mommy."

"We see these notes and sometimes it makes us happy and sometimes it makes us sad but it always makes us feel connected," Wagner said. "That's the whole reason for this program. It gives people a way to stay connected with their children while they're battling their cancer and even beyond that."


