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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS RAISE $1,000 FOR BOOK PROGRAM

Three elementary school students raised nearly $1,000 in donations to help cancer patients create lasting memories with their children through books this spring for the Light One Little Candle Foundation program at Hartford Hospital.


Karlea Peterson, 9, Brodie Swinton, 9, and Jamie Canyock, 9 raised nearly $1,000 dollars to help cancer 

patients through Light One Little Candle
Karlea Peterson, 9, Brodie Swinton, 9, and Jamie Canyock, 9, all of South Glastonbury, CT, chose the program, which provides new books free of charge to parents and caregivers undergoing cancer treatment to encourage them to bond with their children through reading, as their fourth grade community service project.

The girls went door-to-door, asking friends and neighbors for $1 donations and set up stands outside their homes to attract passers-by. They worked on the project for nearly six months, and received recognition for their efforts in a small ceremony at Hartford Hospital in May.

They also received certificates in a school ceremony presented by Light One Little Candle Foundation Board Member Jane Breen.

“This amazing effort is proof positive that a handful of young students can make a difference in people's lives.  Light One Little Candle is very proud to accept their donation and we look forward to working with these entrepreneurs in the future,” said Breen.
The experience also had a profound impact on the girls, according to Jan Peterson, mother of Karlea.

“They really felt empowered. When they put their minds to it, they could accomplish something and make a difference,” Peterson said.

“I think this will become a pet project for them,” she added.

Karlea, Jamie, and Brodie attend Hopewell Elementary School in South Glastonbury.

The Light One Little Candle Foundation is a nonprofit organization created by Dr. Joelle Pauporte, a young mother and psychiatrist dying of breast cancer. During the course of her illness, she discovered that no matter how sick, exhausted or overwhelmed she felt, she and her daughter could find comfort sitting together and reading. 
For more information or to make a donation, go to www.lightonelittlecandle.org. 
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